82   COiNFKBSIOXS OF A YorXi}  MAN
zac. Ui'K")u that rock I built my church, and his and valid talent saved mo often from tlestruetion, saved mo from the shoaling waters of new a*stheti-cisms, the putrid mud of naturalism, and the faint and sickly surf of the symlxilists. Thinking of him, I could not forget that it Is the spirit ami nut the flesh that is eternal; that, an it was thought that in the iirat instance gave1 man npeeeh, HO to the ent! it shall still bo thought that shall make Hpcwh beautiful unit romoniberahlc. The grandeur and sublimity of Hal-zae/H thoughts seem to me in rise to the loftiest heights, and his range is limitless; there is no passion ho has not touched, anil what is more, marvellous, he has given to oaeh in art n place equivalent to the place it occupies in nature; his intense aw! penetrating sympathy for human ttfti and all that eoneerns it enabled him to surround the humblest subjects with awe and crown them with the light of tragedy. There arc Homo, particularly those who are capable of understanding neither and can rend but one, who will object to any comparison being drawn between Urn Dramatist and the Xovelist; hut I etwfeHs that I--'if the inherent superiority of verse over prose^ which I admit unhesitatingly, be waived that I fail, utterly fail to Bee in what Shakespeare 5s greater than !!id*/,iic. The range of the poef H thought is of necessity not so wide, and his concessions must nmts be* greater than the novelist's. On theso points we will <*ry tjnits, soul come at once to the vital qwsstion' - tlus ereuti<*n. Is Lucien inferior to Hamlet I Is Kugewe (.Jruiulet inferior to Deademona ? Is her father inferior to Shy-It w«rt% toi m<»% that led TIIO away, and not n HutMtautinl kntnvlrd^M of thti work done by tht! imturtt!int«. I hiid rend th« **A^
